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This article considers the treatment of WTO members that share aspects of responsibility within the WTO dispute settlement system. The WTO is unusual in that its members can include not only states but also supranational and subnational entities. This means that it is possible for the same act to be attributable to the state and these other entities. In addition, there are more conventional situations in which the act of one WTO member in part causes a breach of an obligation of another WTO member. The article discusses the way that parties in these situations can participate in dispute settlement proceedings. It also looks at their legal position when they do not participate in dispute settlement proceedings, including their possible protection under the indispensable third parties rule.
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